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Mochipet

Artist Info

Name
Mochipet

Base of Operations:
San Francisco, CA

Occupation:
Producer/DJ/Indie Record Label owner

Members:
David Wang

M-Audio Gear :
Axiom 25, Oxygen 8 v2, Torq Conectiv, Trigger
Finger

Background:

Born in Taiwan R.O.C. to rocket scientist father
and kindergarten teacher mother, David Wang
(a.k.a. Mochipet) did not get his start in music
until the ripe age of 15, when the urge of metal
guitar overtook him in Livermore California.
Rocking through a set of 2" speakers and a
cheap stiletto six-string, David Wang conjured up
the forces which began his music adventure.
Mochipet's music career spans a wide range of
disciplines, from producing to DJing to running a
record label. He is the true embodiment of the
indie music scene from the music he releases to,
to the labels he’s worked with, to the artists he
signs. Through out his career Mochipet has
worked with notable artists such as Ellen Allien,
Otto Von Schirach, Spank Rock, Kid606, Mikah9,
Weasel Walter, amongst dozens more. Aside
from a variety of US-based labels, Mochipet's
music has been released on a number of
international record labels around world, from
ExNihilo in Belgium to Creaked in Switzerland ro
Deathsucker in UK. Domestically, his music has
made his way. On the live performance front,
Mochipet has toured throughout America and
Europe in a wide variety of underground and
main stage venues and has shared the stage
with artists such as Coldcut, Autechre, Kid Koala,
M.I.LA, Spank Rock, Felix Da Housecat, Carl
Craig, Dntel, Daedelus, Abstruct Rude, and
dozens of others. Beyond the radio and stage,
Mochipet's music has also caught the ears of the
Sports and Skateboarding world. You may have
heard his songs being featured on Fuel TV and
Directv Payperview with skate legends such as
Tony Hawk, Lance Mountain, and Christian
Hasoi. And if all this is not enough his piece
“Dessert Search for Techno Baklava” has been
performed by a 20 piece orchestra, Alarm Will
Sound, around the world, notably at New York’s
Carnegie Hall, and Amsterdam’s Holland

Mochipet

San Francisco-based, Mochipet, has earned a worldwide reputation for
producing challenging experimental electronic music. Released on dozens
of indie labels around the world, including his own Daly City Records,
Mochipet has also worked with an eclectic roster from Spank Rock to
Abstruct Rude, and his music can also be heard on various cable TV
shows.

Describe your songwriting and production processes and philosophies.
What part does technology play? | use to use to technology to push my
musical boundaries but now a days | use my musical boundaries to push
technology. | rely on technology to go with my workflow. It should be
technology supporting my creative process and not the other way around.
Everything | do is pretty much inside the computer now. | start with an idea
in my head and flush it out with some custom built midi controllers and
tweak it till it is what | want. | also record all my acoustic instruments
straight into the computer right off the bat. From there it is all mixed and
mastered inside the computer.

Describe your personal studio and live/stage rig including all M-Audio gear.
How do you use M-Audio’s equipment conceptually and procedurally? Why
M-Audio gear?

| have a slimed down setup on and off stage. In the studio | have a Mackie
1202VLZ, 2 Event Studio Monitors, Soundcard, and Computer. On stage | use a
MIDI DJ Controller, Trigger Finger, Soundcard, and sometimes an extra Oxygen8
Keyboard with 2 MPD16 Pads. | like M-Audio gear because it's cost effective and
agile. | can customize my setup very quickly and be ready to play in a matter of
minutes. Are there any M-Audio products that have allowed you to replace
any older or vintage pieces? Any highlights or positive experiences you’'d
like to discuss?

| love the M-Audio midi controllers and sound cards. They let me get rid of all my
bulky midi keyboard controllers and outboard drum machines and synthesizers. |
can do it all in the computer now.

When you tour, what does your laptop-based mobile studio consist of?
When and how do you use it to keep up on current or on-going projects?

When | tour | like a very minimal setup for obvious reasons. | have a laptop, USB
soundcard, MIDI DJ controller, and a Trigger Finger. | am able to still work on
projects and remixes via my laptop and Ableton Live. | have a tiny external USB
hard drive that has all my samples on it. All my gear fits inside of a small suitcase
minus my Dinosaur suit. =)

How has using software like Pro Tools M-Powered, virtual instruments and
effects plug-ins changed the way you make music? Which do you use?
Have they helped you to better collaborate with other musicians and
producers?

I've only used Pro Tools minimally but the plug-ins are pretty amazing. You can
get some really good mixes if you know what you are doing. It's not the same as
outboard gear but it sounds just as good. You just have to know how to work with
it. And Pro-Tools is the standard in almost every studio around the world, so you
can open up a session practically anywhere.

What comments do you have about the aforementioned hardware and
software you use? What usage tips can you share with other musicians?

You always hear the argument between digital vs. analog and plug-ins vs.
outboard gear. But at the end of the day it's about making good music and with
today'’s tools, such as M-Audio’s, we can do amazing things. Don’t try and make
your $30 plug-in be an $8000 outboard compressor. Instead find what’s special
about it and make the sounds that are unique to it. Make good music and have
fun doing it.

How would you describe M-Audio’s role and accomplishments in the music
industry?

M-Audio has given the ability to make amazing professional music to virtually
anyone. With very little money you can complete a track from start to finish simply
inside your laptop. This opens the doors to many avenues for creativity never
before possible because of the high cost of sound production. It will be interesting
to see how the music industry will change in the next 10 years from this.

What projects are next on the horizon for you? How do you see M-Audio
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Festival!
products playing a role in them?

Having just finished a tour in Europe and America, | will celebrate the launch of
my new record “Microphonepet” August 9th here in the Bay Area. From there |
will do a tour of Asia and Australia later in the year. | will also start working on my
next record tentatively titled “WANG” scheduled for next year. M-Audio will be
with me every step of the way; | use it in the studio and on the road. | am
currently working on a live performance interface with various M-Audio Midi
Controllers and Ableton Live that will allow me to create and manipulate songs all
on the fly, all live from start to finish. Stay tuned for more!,
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